All Inclusive:2U visit notes - sample
A church in Oxfordshire
September 2018
I was invited to come and carry out an ‘All Inclusive:2U’ consultancy visit at and
Oxfordshire church by their Vicar and Church Leader. On arriving on the Sunday
morning before the church service started, I was introduced me to the children’s
work leaders for the KS1 and KS2 children that morning.
The church use the local primary school site on Sunday mornings, and the team
explained that they use the school each week, setting everything up and taking it all
back down again. This includes the main hall but also breakout areas for children’s
work etc, for which they use classrooms.
The service starts at approx. 10:30 in the main hall, with refreshments served
beforehand. School chairs are laid out in rows, and there is a projector set up to
show slides etc. on the schools’ projection screen. The church shares a sound
system with the school.
Note 1: There was a really great, welcoming, environment. People were
genuinely welcoming and inclusive, and the children’s team were easy to spot
in their coloured t-shirts. The first impression was positive, and of an
inclusive church culture.
Note 2: There is room in the hall for a sensory
space/tent that might be useful for children/young
people with additional needs. Because of the size of
the hall, it’s a big imposing space, quite echo
producing, and so a more enclosed space for those
who might find this hard could be beneficial. Maybe
equipped with some bean bags, calming lights, a
fiddles box, some ear defenders etc.
The service started with a welcome led from the front. This was followed by some
notices/announcements, although these were just spoken and not shown on the
screen.
Note 3: Could important notices also be shown on a plain screen using a
Dyslexia friendly font (e.g. Ariel, Calibri, Tahoma, Verdana), and/or also be
provided in printed form, including large print?
The service then moved into a time of prayer and then the congregation were invited
to stand as they were led in worship.
Note 4: Instead of saying “Can we all stand?” which could exclude people
who cannot stand, or find it difficult, perhaps change the wording to
something like “Please feel free to stand or sit as we worship together.”
It would be good if the prayers and readings could be shown on the screen
and/or in print if possible so that anyone who is deaf/Deaf or has hearing
impairment, or who is more visually able, can be included.

The worship songs were well introduced, and the words were clearly projected onto
the screen with a plain black background and white text. This was one of the best
examples of an accessible slide format that I have seen in a church.
Note 5: Another option would be to also provide printed handouts including
large print.
Lots of parents were positioned near the rear of the hall with their children, ready for
the time when the children left for their own sessions (approx. 10:45). There was a
really good introduction given to the various children’s groups, or ‘Bases’, usually by
the leader of each ‘Base’, but in the case of Blue/Green (Turquoise) Base, this
introduction was provided by one of the children, which was great! There was prayer
for the children’s work.
At approx. 10:45 the children’s groups headed out to their own sessions and I went
out with ‘Turquoise’ Base. They use a nice quiet, accessible, classroom. There are
a mix of ages attending, across KS1 and KS2, several with differing additional
needs. Eventually 11 children were involved in the group, with a male and female
leader.
There was a welcome to start, during which ‘D’ was playing with a small ball. This
caused a little disruption and his ball was put at the front for the rest of the session.
Note 6: I wonder if ‘D’ was using his ball as a stress release? Maybe giving
him a less disruptive ‘fiddle toy’ such as some PlayDoh, or a bean bag, might
help him to regulate how he is feeling while not distracting others? More
information about fiddle toys and a fiddles box can be found in this video:
www.facebook.com/urbansaints/videos/10155530039149878/
Note 7: Would a visual timetable be helpful for the group so that everyone
knows what is planned for the session, where they are at in the session, what
is coming next etc? See individual example below, although a large version
for the whole group can work well too; symbols are readily available online.
James’ Visual Timetable

A video clip from ‘Shrek’ was shown, focussing on the transformation of Princess
Fiona from ‘fairy-tale princess’ into ‘ogre’. The programme moved on to an
introduction to the main teaching topic, which was about transformation/
transfiguration.
Note 8: It was good to see that one of the girls, ‘H’, was supported during the
loud video clip by being able to use ear defenders. Initially, she had one of the
team helpers sitting with her, but this was only for the first 5-10 minutes. After
the helper had left, there were two leaders to 11 children, and when one of
them needed extra support, such as ‘H’ for example, it left the other leader
working with 10. It would be good to appeal for some more help for this group,
maybe a couple of people who could be support for children with additional
needs in this group, of which there are several.
Next there was a game, which involved the children pairing up and one wrapping the
other in toilets roll, transforming them into gleaming white. ‘H’ was given the option
to watch or to join in, and when she decided to join in she was well supported by a
leader. It was good to hear both leaders regularly using the children’s names,
including two new children who joined the group.
There was some brilliantly chaotic tidying up of the toilet paper afterwards, with a
Haribo sweets reward!
Note 9: It might be worth considering sugar free sweets as rewards, especially
if there is still plenty of time left in the session for the sugar hit to take effect!
A blanket was spread out on the floor for the children to sit around, which provided
an excellent focal point for the next activity and helped the children to transition from
the game activity to the Bible reading and talk activity. A clothes peg was used to
denote who was speaking, which was also good and well understood.
The children were asked what their ‘Best day ever’ was, and many of them were able
to engage with this. ‘T’ noticed the screen saver for the laptop used to show the
Shrek clip, which was still being projected onto the screen. He became very
distracted, almost mesmerised, by this and it spread to a couple of the others too.
The Bible verses were read by a couple of the children, with a mix of ‘Adventure’
Bibles and stock church Bibles available for young people to use, and this was
followed by some discussion. ‘H’ was able to access a quiet space by a bookshelf,
where she sat on a mat looking at some of the books with support from a leader.
Note 10: It might help to support the Bible story by using some images on the
screen, or a PowerPoint set. Free Bible Images www.freebibleimages.org are
really good for these, and there are a couple of sets for the Transfiguration
www.freebibleimages.org/stories/?search=Transfiguration

A wider range of accessible Bibles might also help e.g. Lego Bible, Minecraft
Bible, Action Bible etc. Seeing if there are any Brick Bible
www.thebrickbible.com stories (or search YouTube for Lego Bible), or Pixel
Heart Bible (for Minecraft, again, search YouTube) video’s might be good too.

Using what they love to help them learn is always a good idea. For some more
thoughts about this, please read this article: www.urbansaints.org/stories/441
As well as having these resources available for the group gathered around the
blanket, maybe some accessible/graphic Bibles could be added to the quiet
space ‘H’ was using, so that she can continue to access the learning.
The group then moved to the tables, where there was a colouring/craft activity for
them relating to the transfiguration story. ‘H’ was helped and encouraged by a
leader to re-engage and she was able to do so using her ear defenders. ‘T’ was also
on the quieter table with ‘H’, and for a while he did focus on the activity, supported by
a leader, until he spotted the screen saver again and became distracted (eventually
this was switched off).
‘J’ got quite vocal towards the end, having got as far as he wanted to with the
activity.
Note 11: I wonder if this section went on just a little too long, as some of the
children might have just started to disengage. Perhaps having a second
activity that they could have moved on to might help. A ‘fiddles box’ could
also be useful for any of the children who are struggling to regulate their
sensory input.
Towards the end (about 11:30) there was a prayer session back around the blanket,
which was good and engaged with by them all. The children were then led back into
the main hall to their parents/carers.
Note 12: Could the prayer time have been more sensory? Helping the young
people to think about their responses to the talk by e.g. giving them a battery
tea-light each, which they could switch on to signify Jesus being transfigured?

Note 13: It would be great to get all of the children to take home one-page
profiles to fill in with their parents. One-page profiles ask three important
questions that can help us to understand and engage with every child better:
• What do people like and admire about me…
• What makes me happy
• How I want to be supported
A range of different one-page profiles can be downloaded for free here:
www.sheffkids.co.uk/adultssite/pages/resources.html
Concluding comments
It was great to visit this church in Oxfordshire and to see a lively and vibrant church
community in action. There were some great examples of children with additional
needs being included in the children’s work, and with some (mostly very minor)
tweaks as suggested above this can be even better!
I would encourage the whole church to follow the Turquoise Base’s lead in thinking
beyond inclusion (adapting programmes to accommodate everyone’s additional
needs) to belonging (creating an environment where everyone really feels that they
are at home and can contribute fully).
It would be a significant step forward if the church appointed a (probably volunteer)
inclusion leader to keep developing these ideas and help the rest of the leadership
team and indeed the congregation move forward with this. If I might suggest that ‘J’
could be great at this, as evidenced in her really good and natural support of
particularly ‘H’ and ‘T in Turquoise Base on Sunday.
Some video training to help with this can be found here:
www.facebook.com/urbansaints/videos/10155811979849878/
Do let me know if I can be of any further help in the future, I look forward to cheering
you on as you take these ideas forward!
Mark Arnold – ‘All Inclusive:2U’
Urban Saints/Additional Needs Alliance

