
Bible Study 

1: Samuel 3: Samuel Hears God 

 

This activity will work best if people feel safe 

enough to be honest. One way of structuring a bigger group would be 

to create smaller, ‘buzz groups’ within the same space, encouraging 3-

4 children/young people to form a group to share thoughts and ideas, 

feeding back to the bigger group. 

 

Altogether 

Warm Up Activity: Word Association (Slide 1) 

Ask the children/young people to name a person from the Bible. 

Then ask them how they would describe that person. 

Encourage them to share the ideas that come to their mind first. 

Use as many as you need to warm the group up! 

Joseph 

Jonah 

Eve 

Moses 

Paul 

Mary 

Peter 

Samuel 

 

Challenge (For older ages) 

Ask the group how many Bible characters they could name and 

describe. 



Challenge the person who says they can name the most to have a go. 

How many can they name and describe in 2 minutes? 

 

Altogether 

Think About/Discuss: Introducing Samuel (Slide 2) 

o Ask the group if they know the story of Samuel. If they have 

mentioned him pick up from here. If they haven’t mentioned him 

ask them how they would describe Samuel. 

o Ask them what they know about him? The pictures in slide 2 might 

give them some clues! 

Possible things they might say and points to draw out of the discussion: 

➢ Hannah his mum thought she couldn’t have a baby and got so 

upset praying in the temple that Eli the priest thought she was 

drunk! 

➢ Hannah was so grateful to God for Samuel that she gave him 

back to God, he would live in the temple with Eli. 

➢ Samuel was woken up at night by God speaking to him. 

 

At this point read the Bible story together from 1 Samuel 3:1-2 1 from a 

version your group are used to. The NIV is reprinted below. 

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of 

the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was 

lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 

was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then 

the LORD called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 

me.” 



But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 

revealed to him. 

8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 

said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 

down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 

went and lay down in his place. 

10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

11 And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 

make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out 

against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told 

him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons 

blasphemed God,[a] and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house 

of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.’” 

15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of 

the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, 

my son.” 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal 

with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So 

Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the LORD; 

let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall 

to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was 

attested as a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and 

there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20samuel%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7290a


Explain that this story can help us think about how we talk and listen to 

God which is what they will be looking at together in the session. 

 

 

Altogether 

Think About/Discuss: Hearing God Speak (Slide 3) 

Explain to the group that Samuel hears God speak. You might want to 

add a ‘Wow!’ to underline how important and amazing this is, but only 

if it’s authentic! 

o Ask the group whether they have ever heard God speak and 

allow time for responses. 

Don’t rush this bit. If people have heard from God it’s important to 

affirm their responses. If people haven’t it’s important to affirm them too 

and explain that lots of people find it hard to hear God. If there are 

people who aren’t sure try to draw out that it can be hard to know if 

we are hearing God or ourselves and that’s ok. This time will help to 

establish the atmosphere of honesty and trust that will help later. 

 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: How God Speaks (Slide 4) 

o Explain that God speaks in lots of different ways and ask them if 

they can think of any. 

 Explain that God can speak through people, the Bible, the world 

around us, music, pictures, dreams, little whispers/nudges. God can 

speak in lots of different ways and they will explore some of them 

shortly. 



o Ask them how they think God spoke to Samuel given what they 

heard in the Bible reading. Challenge them to find the evidence if 

they can. 

Explain that God seems to have spoken out loud to Samuel. Samuel 

could hear God’s voice. That’s why he thought it was Eli speaking to 

him. 

 

Explain that hearing how Samuel heard God as an actual voice might 

seem so amazing that it can make us feel like we’ll never be able to 

hear God ourselves. 

Refer back to their responses in, ‘Hearing God Speak’. The story of 

Samuel is really helpful if talking and hearing God is something we 

struggle with or have never done. Samuel hadn’t either! 

 

Buzz groups 

Think about/Discuss: Rare (Slide 5) 

o Ask the group if they know something that is rare making sure that 

they understand that if something is rare it doesn’t happen very 

often or there aren’t many of them. 

o Ask the group whether hearing God was ordinary or rare at the 

time of Samuel? 

Explain that hearing God was rare – no one had heard God speak for 

ages – maybe for as many as 800 years.  

Challenge for Older Groups 

Explain that this probably means prophesy (people hearing messages 

from God) and visions (people seeing things God wants them to see) 

but probably also that people were not obeying the scriptures (they 



didn’t have the Bible as we have it today but did have some of it). 

However God speaks it tends to start with his word, the Bible, so if we're 

not reading it, it’s harder to hear him speak.  

 

Think About/Discuss: Why Was Hearing God Rare? (Slide 5) 

o Ask the group to come up with some suggestions as to why 

people weren’t hearing from God? 

Suggest to the group that we think it was because people weren’t 

listening to God and were going their own way. This means that people 

weren’t focusing on God and were cut off from him. 

 

 

Challenge for Older Groups 

Older groups might want to know that Eli’s sons especially come in for a 

lot of criticism – they were out for themselves not God.  

 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: Hearing for the First Time (Slide 6) 

o Ask the groups to look at verse 7 and see if they can find anything 

surprising. 

o You might need to ask a follow up question something like, ‘Did 

Samuel know God?’ 

Depending on their responses draw out that it’s not just that Samuel 

had never heard God speak before…Samuel didn’t even know God!   

‘Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord’ 



Explain that Samuel, a boy brought up in the temple, a boy whose birth 

was an answer to prayer and whose name means ‘God has heard’ 

didn’t know God!  

Samuel probably knew about him, but he didn’t know him personally. 

He knew how to do religion but didn’t have a personal faith, he didn’t 

talk to and hear God for himself. Hopefully this will make the story of 

Samuel more accessible to the group. 

 

Thinking About… 

o Ask the group to be really honest with themselves. Explain that 

they don’t need to answer this out loud, just think in their heads… 

How much are they like Samuel? 

Do they come to church and join in with the prayers with everyone else 

but don’t talk to God on their own and haven’t heard him speak? 

Reassure the group  that there are lots of people like Samuel! 

 

 

Think About/Discuss: Hearing God for the First Time  

o Ask the group to look at verse 8 and work out who Samuel thinks is 

speaking to him?  

Explain that this was the first time Samuel heard and talked to God, 

that’s why he thinks it’s Eli who is talking to him. Samuel doesn’t 

recognize God’s voice the first time he hears it! This story is about how 

Samuel learned to hear and talk to God; and they can too. 

 

Activity: Listening and Recognizing (Slide 7) 

Ask for four volunteers 



o Interview them so that the group get to hear their voices e.g. 

name, favourite crisp flavour/colour/animal/TV programme  

o Give each of them a number 

o They need to go behind a screen/partition so that their faces 

can’t be seen 

      (A couple of leaders could hold up a sheet) 

o Read out their phrases according to their number 

1. You put apples and pears in a fruit salad 

2. Sheep and cows eat grass 

3. Bakers bake cakes in a baking competition 

4. Cabbages and potatoes 

 

o Can the group to work out who is saying what? 

o Ask them to explain if it was easy or hard to recognize who was 

speaking and why. 

 

Explain that if we can’t see who is speaking, if we don’t know them very 

well, or don’t know their voice well, it can be hard to recognize a voice.  

Samuel didn’t know God and had never heard him speak before, 

which is why he found it hard to recognize God’s voice. 

 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: Samuel Needed Eli’s Help (Slide 8) 

o Ask the group who did recognize God’s voice in the story? 

Explain that Eli helped Samuel to recognize God’s voice and told him 

what to do. 



Point out that even Eli didn’t recognize that it was God straight away. It 

took Eli three goes because ‘the word of God was rare,’ so Eli hadn’t 

heard God for himself either!  

 

‘Speak Lord your servant is listening’ (Slides 9-10) 

Remind the group that it sounds like Samuel heard an actual voice, it 

wasn’t just a feeling in his stomach or words that popped into his head. 

Otherwise, he wouldn’t have thought it was Eli who was calling him. 

Explain that most of us when we hear God don’t hear a voice speaking 

out loud to us. This is still rare. 

Remind them of the ways God speaks to us they came up with earlier. 

It’s more common to be  

- struck by something in the Bible which seems to stand out when we 

read it 

- get a feeling about something 

- for words or a picture pop into our head 

 

Slide 11 

 Point out that if God does speak to us in our heads, it doesn’t sound 

different, it can sound just like our own voice.  

This is important as lots of children and young people think they don’t 

hear God or that God doesn’t speak to them because they expect the 

voice in their heads to sound different! 

 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: Is Hearing God Rare For Us? 



Remind the group that people didn’t hear God in Samuel’s day 

because they weren’t listening. People had wandered away from God, 

they were too busy looking out for themselves.  

o Does that apply to us? 

Challenge For Older Groups 

Explain that God chose to speak to a young boy, a child, someone 

who was already serving him by working in the temple. The word God 

gave to Samuel was not an easy one, Samuel had to tell Eli that God 

was going to judge his family because of his sons; but God knew that 

Samuel could be trusted with it.  

o If God can speak out loud to a child who doesn’t know him then 

he can speak to anyone …he can speak to us! 

 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: Eli the Signpost (Slide 12) 

Point out to the group that Eli wasn’t perfect but he was a signpost, he 

explained to Samuel that it was God who was speaking and told him 

what to do.  

o Ask the group to think about who their Eli’s are. Who helps them to 

work out when God is speaking? Who helps them understand and 

know what to do? Who supports them in their journey of faith and 

life? 

o Who is Their Eli? 

 

Modelling 

Prime a team member to share their responses to the questions before 

asking the group to think about and share their own. 



 

Buzz Groups 

Think About/Discuss: Our Response (Slide 15) 

Explain to the group that all Samuel had to do, this boy who didn’t 

know God, who didn’t recognize his voice and had no experience to 

draw on was to listen.  

o When they think of prayer, is it more about listening or speaking? 

Samuel didn’t use special words, he simply said, ‘Speak Lord your 

servant is listening.’  

o Can they spot who else God was able to speak to through Samuel 

by looking at verses 19-21 or remembering the story? 

Point out that right at the end of the passage in verses 19-21 we see 

that God didn’t just speak to Samuel, but through Samuel God was 

able to speak to all of the country of Israel. 

o Why do they think this is important? 

Ask the group to think about what if hearing God isn’t just about us? 

What if God wants to reach other people through us? God didn’t leave 

his word with one person, Samuel; but made his name known to all 

Israel through Samuel, a boy who was willing to listen.  

Are we willing to listen? 

 

 


