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Introduction

Living with Jesus is a tool for discipleship. It can be used in a variety of settings, but per-
haps the most effective will be in the context of child and parent.

The adult is named a ‘special friend’ in the material so this can be applied to a parent
or responsible adult.

The following guidelines will help you to achieve the best from the time spent with your
child. Meet with one child at a time; each child is different!

1. Anticipate that you will change and grow with the child; apply the material to yourself
also.

2. Try to have one session a week with your child (values cannot be changed every day!).

3. Living With Jesus aims to stimulate sharing and deepen relationships, so take your time
together in a relaxed, quiet environment.

4. The material is not designed to answer questions, but to reveal issues that need to be
talked through.

5. If you are not the parent, always gain the permission of the parent. Show them the mate-
rial. Ask if they would like to join you as you meet with the child. Stay in a place where
you can be seen and heard by others, i.e. not behind closed doors.

6. Remember that honest answers are ‘right’ answers.

7. If you are unsure how to react, or unsure of an answer, it is all right to tell the child that
you will talk about it again the next time you meet, and take some time to pray or ask
for help.

8. Find creative ways to learn the memory verse, i.e. put actions to it, draw a picture of it,
fill in words, make them into plaques, etc.

Remember that this is one of the most important times with your child. You have all the
wisdom and anointing of the Holy Spirit available to you. Enjoy your time…have fun and
expect Jesus to be at the centre!
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Love for me and 
love for others

Jesus was in Heaven with His Father. He had always been 
with Him, surrounded by everything that was wonderful.

Draw a small picture, or symbol, by each of these words 
that tells us what Jesus was surrounded with in Heaven. 
You could both draw some.

Love
Angels

No pain

No dying
Power

Music

No sickness

Worship
No tears

Throne

Heaven is more wonderful than we can ever imagine.

Happiness

Father
Son

Holy Spirit

11



1312

Then God sent His Son, His only Son to earth, 
and Jesus agreed to come.

Jesus was now surrounded by sin.

He came because His love was so great that He wanted to bring the Kingdom of God to

EVERYONE

Circle the people God did not want to bring the Kingdom of God to:

Death

Evil plans

SicknessHatred

Unhappiness

Jesus

Wars

Good people

MurderersBullies

Thieves Angry people

Cheats

Liars

I hope you did not circle any of them.

Jesus came because

EVERYONE

was loved by Him

That’s why he lived on earth – among us – in a body like ours.

Read John 3:16

_ _ _ so _ _ _ _ _ the _ _ _ _ _  that he _ _ _ _        

His one and only _ _ _ .

Now draw a small picture or symbol that tells us what Jesus was surrounded by 
on earth. You could both draw some.

Q
Q

Do you think that
Jesus thought 
He had come to 
the wrong place? 

Why do you
think Jesus came
to earth? 



More sharing together
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1. Both of you make a list of three people you know 
who don’t know Jesus yet.

}
}

l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

Everyone

who believes 

in Him 

may have eternal life.

John 3:15

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

3. Ask your special friend to
talk to you about one person

they wrote down.

Now pray for that person.

2. Talk to your special friend about one of them. 

Now pray for that person.



The enemy
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The enemy
When one sports team plays against another, 

they learn about each other’s tricks and plans, 

so they can BEAT the opposition and WIN.

Satan is our enemy. 

He is a liar who never tells the truth.

He is full of dirty tricks.

Satan likes to have everyone in his prison

Read 1 John 5:19

(it is near the back of the Bible).

‘We know that we are children of _ _ _ and

that the whole _ _ _ _ _ is under the control of 

the _ _ _ _   _ _ _ .’

How can we help people who are in Satan’s darkness?

We need to PRAY and PRAY and not give up; 
and to LOVE, because Satan cannot win against 

these weapons.

We were once in

PRISON
but now we are

FREE

and tries to make sure their minds are full of darkness, 
so they cannot see the LIGHT of the world.

JESUS



More sharing together
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Behold, 

I am coming soon!

Revelation 22:12

l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

1. Remember that we have to 
pray, pray, pray and not give up.

2. So pray together again for the 
people you prayed for last week.

3. Now make some plans about
how you can show one of them
this week that you really care

about them.

Pr
ay

tog

eth
er about these plans.



Standing in 
the gap
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Standing in the gap

Julie was in trouble and she needed the teacher to help her. She did

not know how to ask the teacher or where the teacher was, so her

friend Ann went to the teacher and led Julie to the teacher so the

teacher could help her.

Ann ‘stood in the gap’ and helped Julie go to her teacher.

I am going to write that story again and leave spaces. 

In every space I want you to write either

‘Jesus’ instead of ‘teacher’, or your name instead of ‘Ann’.

Then see how the story changes!

Go back and read the second story where you put your name. 

In that story, who helps Julie find Jesus? 

So who stood ‘in the gap’ for her?

(You did!)

If you are willing to pray for others and ‘stand in the gap’ 

for them, put your name here.

will ‘stand in the gap’ and pray for others.

Read Ezekiel 22:30

(Fill in the missing words.)

God was looking for someone

who would ‘stand before _ _ 

in the _ _ _ on behalf of the _ _ _ _ ’

and there wasn’t anyone.

I think it is very sad 
that God could 

find no one.

Julie was in trouble and needed _ _ _ _ _ to help her. 

She did not know how to ask _ _ _ _ _ or where _ _ _ _ _ was. 

So her friend ____________ went to _ _ _ _ _ and led 

Julie to _ _ _ _ _ so _ _ _ _ _ could help her.



More sharing together

As I have loved you,

so you must love

one another.

John 13:34

2726

l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

God is looking for people to ‘stand in the gap’
for their friends.

Which people do you both know who aren’t in
the Kingdom of God, who you could ‘stand in
the gap’ for? Put their names on the top line

(one person each).

Write a prayer here for them:                   Write a prayer here for them:
Pray Love Pray

Pray Love Pray

JESUS

Put your nam
e here

Pray Love Pray

Pray Love Pray

JESUS

Put your nam
e here



Love without
limits
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Love without limits

Q

?
Then read verse 8 and draw a picture for that verse.

Who would you love most – Jo or Jane? 

Who would Jesus love most – Jo or Jane?

Jesus loves them both the same – and that is the love He wants us to have for 

EVERYONE

Now read James 2:1-4 and draw a picture 
of what is happening in those verses.

What would you like to be when you leave school?

How much money would you like to have?

What new toy would you like to buy?

What would you like to be really good at?

If you had all these things, would Jesus 
LOVE you any more than He does now? Yes/No

Jesus loves us just as we are. 
He loves who we are.

If you went out to play and two children came along – 

Jo had a new bike and smart clothes,
Jane wore torn clothes and was smelly – 

who would you want to play with? 

Satan lies, to trick us into thinking that we are loved 
because of what we DO or HAVE.



More sharing together
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}

}

32

I looked for a man 

who would build up 

the wall and stand before me 

in the gap 

on behalf of the land.

Ezekiel 22:30

l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

2. Ask them to tell you what job they do now 
and how they spend their time during the day.

3. Pray for your special friend in the work they do.

1. Ask your special 
friend what they 
wanted to be 
when they 
grew up.

4. Now tell your friend what
you do at school. 

Tell them what you enjoy and
what you find difficult.

5. Now ask your friend to pray for you.



Agape
love
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Agape love
Write a list of the people you love.

Q
Now put a tick next to their name if you like them.
I expect you like all the people you love.

Jesus asks us to love people we don’t find easy to love. 
Can you think of anyone whose behaviour you really don’t like?

How are you really going to love them?

Jesus loved us enough to die for us,
even when we behaved badly.

He had a special love – it was called

AGAPE
(That's a Greek word. 

It sounds like this:
a-ga-pay.)
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? ?

Read Romans 5:8

‘While we were still _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Christ

_ _ _ _ for _ _ .’

The love we have is not enough.

We need Jesus’ love.

We need agape love (Jesus’ love).

Agape love would comfort and help that child who had hurt you.

You can ask Jesus to give you agape love for the person you find hard to love.

You will need the gifts the Holy Spirit gives you.

Here are some of the gifts . . .

saying the rig
ht th

ing

helping others who are upset

praying for others to be healed

A
ll

wrapped up in love

AGAPE

showing others what to do when they don’t know

Let’s pretend . . .

You are coming home from school and a child
your age calls you horrible names, then pushes you over. 
Your arm is broken and you have to go to hospital.

A few days later you are going to the shops and 
you see the same child crying.

What would you do? 

Why would you do that? 

How much would you love that child? 

??



Keep the royal law

found in Scripture,

‘Love your neighbour

as yourself’.

James 2:8

l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee More sharing together
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1. Ask your special friend to tell you about 
a time when they were at school and 
they really had trouble loving someone.

2. Both of you pray for that person now – even 
if you don’t know where they are today.

4. Then both pray for you to be 
filled with agape love for them.

3. Now pray together for the person whose
beh

av
iou

r y
ou

do
n’

t l
ik

e
(s

ee
pa

ge
37

)

41



Building 
them up
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Building them up

When you are in trouble and you feel knocked 
down inside, you need a friend.

When your friend, or someone in your cell group, 
is in trouble and they feel knocked down inside,

they need you to help build them up again.

Everything wrapped up in Jesus’ a _ _ _ _ love.

Q Q?
Have you ever felt really sad or lonely? 

When you feel sad or lonely is there someone who 
helps you to feel happy again?

Everyone feels unhappy sometimes.

Everyone needs people who will make them feel happy again.

P F R U I T Y H R F G M G
U Z I P Q S T B C A G M G
N P T S E F C R W I X Z O
F E T I J I H P X T U V O
N U S L L T O A N H K U D
E S E J O Y U T A F O H N
I S L F V G Y I L U J S E
P O F P E A C E G L O T S
R S C P E K I N D N E S S
L E O S S C E C W E N T C
G E N T L E N E S S S H R
A N T Y H D V I A S L O W
T U R O T P A I A A K O Y
E P O A C N A N H O R D Y
F I L T A S W R O U P A L

sad

happy

Read Romans 15:2

‘Each of us should p _ _ _ _ _ his neighbour for his good, 

to _ _ _ _ _ him _ _ .’

How can you do that?
We have talked about many ways the Holy Spirit will help us to

bbuuiilldd uupp aanndd sseerrvvee ootthheerrss

Can you remember some of the gifts the Holy Spirit gives us?

How many of the good gifts can you find in this apple? 
(See Book 2 or read Galatians 5:22, 23.)



More sharing together
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l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

3. Tell your friend about a 
time when you helped 
someone who was not happy.

4. Is there someone who needs cheering up?
Make plans to do something together this 
week for them.

Pray together about those plans.

Q1. How can you both help
other people when they
feel unhappy?

2. Ask your special 
friend to tell you 
about a time 
when they helped 
someone who was 
not happy.



Running 
the race

7
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Running the race

‘If only I may f _ n _ _ _  the r _ _ _  

and complete the task the 

L _ _ _  Jesus has given m _ .’

Q

Q

?
Read Acts 20:24

I pray

‘Lord, let my heart be ready for 
whatever you give me to do.’

Would you like to pray that too? 

This is the race:

Life in the Kingdom of God

Children and servants of the King of kings – bringing 
others into the Kingdom.

When you run in a race, you only think about things 
that will help you to run well – and that is the same 

for the race that we are in.

I’ve got

GOOD NEWS
for 

YOU

Have you ever 
run in a race? Yes/No

Have you ever won? Yes/No

Would you like to run in a race 
where everyone can be a winner? Yes/No

You are in a race where everyone can be a winner and 

Jesus will give out the prizes!

We are children and servants of the King of kings, 

living in the Kingdom of God among people who don’t know Jesus.

Finish 
with Jesus.

Start. GO!



l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

If only I may finish the race

and complete the task

the Lord Jesus

has given me.

Acts 20:24

More sharing together

3. Now share together what you both think it will 
be like when Jesus gives you the prize in heaven.

1. Talk about what happened 
when you reached out to 
the person who needed 
cheering up.

Pray for them.

2.
Ask

you
r special friend which sports they like and if they have ever won any competitions.

52 53



Looking back 
and going on
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Q
Looking back and going on Lord Jesus, please will you speak to me about

(put their name here)

I spent some time listening to Jesus. I asked Him about you. 

Lord Jesus, Please speak to me about all the children who
will read this.

This is what He said:
I want them all to know how very special they 
are to me and how very much I love them.
I enjoy the time they spend with me. I am 
always ready to listen and speak to them. 
I am never too busy.

Once I opened my arms wide and died for them. Today
I open my arms wide so they can run to me and be held
safely and lovingly.

I will never, ever leave them.

Jesus.

When we were talking in Session 5 about agape love, 
why did we say it was special? 

You told me about someone whose behaviour you really didn’t
like. Who was it? 

How are you getting on with loving (agape) them? 
Tick the box that tells me how you are feeling.

I still can’t love (agape) them.

It is getting easier.

It is fine now. I really love (agape) them.

I would like you to spend some time talking to Jesus about them.

Dear Lord Jesus,

Amen.  

Now I’d like you to listen to Jesus and see what He wants to say 
to you about them.



l This is 
your verse to 

learn this week. 
You can learn it 

and then say it to 
your special friend, 

or perhaps you could
learn it together!

MM
eemm

oorryy VVeerrssee

Love is patient,

love is kind.

1 Corinthians 13:4

More sharing together

4. You read to your special friend the letter you
have written about them and then give it to them.

Now let your special friend read the letter they
have written to you, and then you can keep it.

5. Now pray for each other.

3. At the same time I want you to write a letter to, or draw a picture of,

1. Both of you get a piece 
of paper

2. Now I want your special 
friend to write a letter to 
you, telling you all the 
special things they see 
in you.

your special friend, telling them
all the special things you see in them.

58 59
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?

?

? ???

If you have any questions from this book,
write them here to ask your special friend.
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